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On June 4 at midnight, unionized bus drivers in Buenos Aires commenced a 24-hour work slowdown. If drivers' demands for a 15% wage hike are not met, said union spokespersons, slow-down
actions could spread throughout the country. Employers have asserted that a wage hike at present is
not possible, since the government refused to authorize a 20% increase in fares. Beginning last week,
unions in Argentina's metalworking industries staged two-hour work stoppages per shift in efforts
to obtain a 35% wage increase. For several weeks, unionized workers in the paper and chemicals
industries have conducted intermittent work stoppages. Unions said Monday that stoppages would
increase to three hours per shift beginning June 6, and to four hours per shift on June 8. Paper
industry employees are demanding a 50% wage hike, and chemicals industry workers a 60% wage
increase. On June 4, civilian employees of Argentina's armed forces announced a 72-hour strike
beginning June 5 to pressure the government into authorizing a wage hike proportional to that
received by military personnel. (Basic data from AFP, 06/04/90)
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